Look! Selimiye ’ How do they
Mosque, Mimar support that
Sinan’s masterpiece. enormous dome?

Maybe there’s a big job for
me too!

Edirne, 1572.
Selimiye is still
being built.

| .' b We're going at just
- the right time!

Sinan was one of the
great
Ottoman architects.

You can lower
your arms.

I'd love to help
build
something
like that!

| thought I'd get
ready early!




Peace be upon you. And upon you. |  Maywe help you
build Selimiye?

Are you Mimar Sinan? Welcome,

young visitors.

You can help here, at this safe
preparation table.
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A small job is fine too. I'll do it
very carefully!

Let’s prepare the little model we'll
examine with the craftspeople.




This drawing shows where each

piece belongs.

My big job is... this
tiny plece"
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Even a small piece needs
great care.

We'll place them according to
your drawing.

First we'll prepare the eight
supports. Then the
connecting ring.

The dome goes on last.

I've even made my Relax. We'll take
breathing smaller! our time and do

it together.

It’ll be easier if you hold it over
the tray.




Eight supports... Nine
if we count this
furry one!

One, two, three... | Let me count the
They match | rest of this row.
the drawing.

Era-

That’s a helper, not part of
the building!

Right. I'll help from Let’s compare the
the outside! gaps with the
X drawing too.

Then our eight supports
are ready. & | This time I've left my paws out
: ' of the count.




Now let’s fit the part that p Why is this side still
joins the supports. too high?

Your finger has joined

They’ll all work the building!

as one.

completely now.
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( I'm taking the ninth support out

There we are. It fitted without
any forcing.
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In the real buufdmg, Exactly. Every And I’m a helper
the connectlons’ part works with now, nota
transfer the dome’s e the others. spare part!

= weight to eight
- great piers.

So they aren't just eight posts
standing on their own.



1 Is our space ready for the dome?

Ready. The tray is out of the
way too.

A little to the
right... That’s

People will share one great
space here.

The middle won’t be divided into
little rooms by walls.




Let’s check the
window
openings too.

We can see the hght
inside from here.

Your head is blocking
the window.

No. Only his
shadow has
popped in!

You're between the sun and
the window.

Where? Let
me see too!

Has a bear squeezed inside
the model?

The giant bear has left.
Much roomier in there!




One window
has gone
dark again.

But this time I'm standing
over here!

When he lifts his
head, the window
lets light in again!

Look from here, and you can see
without blocking the light.

Our curious friend has got in
the light’s way.

Come on, let’s all three
look side by side.




Three heads side by side... Abit Selimiye’s
of a squeeze! windows will
- bring light into :
this great space. |

But we can all see r You've thought about how
inside together. @l T - bright it is, as well as how big.

I think about proportions,
strength and beauty together.

You think about so many things
at once for one dome!

Chief Architect, the Our preparations are
others are coming to nearly finished.
examine the model. _




Our visitors have prepared the
model according to the drawing.
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We can see every detail clearly.
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Let’s review these You design it, and A building like this :
connections against the @ | vyourcraftspeople rises through many
full-size measurements. bring it to people’s

life together. careful work.

Here are the measurements. Let’s
compare them together.

If you look from this side, the
light stays clear.
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Thank you. | can see inside
better now.




Your careful preparation helped
our examination.

We helped with your masterpiece,
even if just a little!

You think of
everything, from the
tiniest detail to the
enormous building.

Thank you, Mimar
Sinan. It was
wonderful to meet you.

In a good building, every detail has [ ™ .’

: Safe travels. Stay curious
ajob. L e . 8

and observant.
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This time I'm not holding up
any dome.

| noticed. Both your paws are
coming home with us!
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Selimiye was i B ' Now | understand better why Sinan was such a
completed in 1575. e | | O great architect.
Here it is, all finished! [ : -
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Even more magnificent than the model or the S Strength, light, beauty... He t
building site! . all together.

&

This time he’s blocking the light on
the book.

Eight supports, two Stop counting.
paws... No, we'd finished Let’s admire

that count! [ Sinan’s work!
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(== # All right. You don’t need to count to be amazed! |g
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History note: Selimiye Mosque, Mimar Sinan’s masterpiece, was built in Edirne for Selim Il between 1568 and 1575. Its great central
dome rests on eight strong piers, and its many windows light the spacious interior. This visit, the conversations and the model
preparation are fictional.



